Explaining Perpendicular
Co-Teaching to Students

Planning for Success

As with most any classroom strategy, perpendicular co-
teaching's success is heavily dependent upon how it is
presented to students. After all, convincing individuals that they
should inherently value a skill or concept even though other
members of the class are stepping away from it and going on to
other things can be tricky. Furthermore, you run the risk of any
number of negative responses (students identifying themselves
as “stupid” because they have to keep working on a concept
others have already learned or complaining because they find
the other group's topic more interesting).

There are a number of strategies that can help avoid this
problem. Our favorite is something we call the “Melting Pot”
Presentation. It takes a little time (maybe 20 minutes following
the assessment), but its well worth the investment. The steps
involved are listed on the side bar.

By investing twenty minutes of class time in creating a
group understanding of what you are trying to accomplish, you
create a shared vision that can be referred back to at any time,
and during any future lesson.

“Perpendicular co-teaching’s
success is heavily dependent
upon how it is presented to

students.”




